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“It is time to recognise that human capital and 
natural capital are every bit as important as 
financial capital.”

Ban Ki-moon
Former Secretary-General, United Nations



Natural capital

The earth’s stock of natural assets - including forests, 
rivers, land, minerals and oceans - that supply us with 
essential goods (such as food, medicine, fuel and 
building materials) and services (such as pollination, 
climate regulation and flood protection) on which all 
human life depends.



Undertake targeted campaigns 
and planning casework to protect 
high-priority marine and 
terrestrial habitats under threat

In 2011, the UK National Ecosystem Assessment 
calculated the benefit peatlands bring to water 
quality as being worth £1.5 billion per year and 
the amenity benefits worth another £1.3 billion.



The global value of insect pollination to crop 
agriculture has been estimated at around 
€153 billion per annum
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If we don’t change our current practices, 
declines in ocean health and services will 
cost the global economy $428 billion per 
year by 2050
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Develop policy 
recommendations and secure 
their promotion by key 
influencers and adoption by 
decision-makers





“Shifts in our climate bring potentially profound implications 
for insurers, financial stability and the economy […] The 
horizon for monetary policy extends out to 2-3 years. For 
financial stability it is a bit longer, but typically only to the 
outer boundaries of the credit cycle – about a decade. In other 
words, once climate change becomes a defining issue for 
financial stability, it may already be too late.”

Mark Carney, Governor, Bank of England
September 2015













• How do we communicate the public benefits of healthy 
peatlands imaginatively?

• How much is about benefits and how much is about 
need?

• And how should we decide which private benefits are 
acceptable?



Thank you
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