
COMMISSION OF INQUIRY
UPDATE 2019

Presenter
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One of the major roles of the Peatland Programme is to synthesise the peatland evidence and the narrative and make this accessible to different audiences. The COI process is one of the major ways in which we bring together the evidence base and we are in the process of updating the 2011 report.



COMMISSION OF INQUIRY

• Highlight the degree of damage to UK 
peatlands, the scale of restoration 
needed and the challenges which 
remain

• Build consensus across the scientific, 
policy and practice communities

• Set out recommendations and a clear 
strategy for action
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Presentation Notes
Original COI report aimed to highlight the degree of damage to UK peatlands and the threats that this poses to society.

The findings of the Commission represent the collaboration between peatland experts from land management, science and policy from across the UK and internationally.

For those of you not familiar with the process:  Topic working groups> discussion/consultation with wider stakeholder community > consensus view and evidence presented in a technical report. These technical reports then summarised and put in the wider context in a main report. 

The inquiry set out recommendations and a clear strategy for action to bring our peatlands back into health and to outline a way forwards to avoid further damage and deterioration. 






COMMISSION OF INQUIRY UPDATE

• Update with new topics plus refresh of 
new scientific evidence where relevant. 

• Aim to inform the next government 
spending review and support the current 
policy interest in peatlands.

• Evidence to support long-term, future 
delivery of peatland restoration and 
sustainable management.
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8 years on from the initial inquiry, there have been significant changes in government and policy and the original 2011 report is in need of an update. 

Not forgetting the huge body of work that was done in 2011 to bring consensus- many of the key findings and recommendations still stand and will be re-iterated. But where changes have been made or new issues arise there is a need to set the current peatland story in an updated context.

The aim of the updated COI is to refresh the evidence base and ultimately support the big, long-term funding and policy discussions that are underway. The Updated report will be out in time to inform the next government spending review.

We have to acknowledge that this process has taken a lot longer than planned: the Peatland Programme has been under resourced in the last year and we have struggled to maintain momentum with the COI process. We also have to acknowledge that- whilst it is fantastic that peatlands are rising up the agenda in the government, policy, media and in the public interest- that many of our partners are also feeling the strain and have found it difficult to feed into the process. One of the major challenges we all face now is securing significant investment.  With the launch of a UK peatland strategy and country level plans/action groups, we have our eyes on the prize of larger and longer-term investment in peatland conservation and sustainable management across the UK we have to ensure that the latest evidence is made available to those who can shape our peatland futures.





TECHNICAL REPORTS
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Although the technical reporting phase is now completed we are still looking for you all to engage in the process and help to shape the recommendations of the report. We have updated evidence focussing on:
Biodiversity monitoring
Catchments and NFM measures
Productive lowland peatlands
Peatlands and forestry
Funding and economics of peatland management
The state of UK peatlands which includes new mapping and peatland area estimates for the UK.

We are now at a stage of drafting the main report and recommendations with a view to release in December 2019. I would encourage you all to come and speak to me at the poster session and to have a look at the topic reports and see the draft recommendations being made. This is your opportunity to help feed in suggestions and shape the Commission of Inquiry Update findings. 
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