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‘Eyes on the Bog’ and beyond…
Condition  monitoring of peat bog ecosystems
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Surface-level change:

sequestration or subsidence



Water-table behaviour:

general and worst-case indications



Vegetation:

General character
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Vegetation:

geotagged species records



Site condition:

‘monitoring back’ – identifying underlying trajectories



Beyond ‘Eyes on the Bog’…
How soft is my bog?

Some can be
visited dry-shod

While others are so soft
they require snowshoes
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A simple peat bog penetrometer
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Beyond ‘Eyes on the Bog’…
Microtopography: One of the defining features of most
peatlands – but talking only of ‘hummock-hollow’ is unhelpful
because not all elevated elements are hummocks and not all
low-elevation features are hollows…

‘Microtopography’ provides ecosystem
diversity and feedback stability: through
adjustment of two components – one resisting
water flow, the other permitting water flow. In
some cases these may be ‘hummocks’ and
‘hollows’ but in others they may be hummock
alternating with high ridge, or high ridge
alternating with low ridge.



Beyond ‘Eyes on the Bog’…
Responsiveness of microtopes: The microtope pattern
is created by repeated structural elements, or ‘nanotopes’ –
hummocks, hollows, ridges, pools – and these structural
elements, together with their associated vegetation
assemblages, change in response to environmental factors,
offering a means of evaluating ‘condition’.
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Beyond ‘Eyes on the Bog’…
In the field with Natural Resources Wales…


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28

