
Dr. Renée Kerkvliet-Hermans
Peatland Code Coordinator



Overview

2011
Defra report 

with idea

2015
Launch of the 
Peatland Code 

Executive Board 

Technical 
Advisory Board

PC team

Pilot 
projects 2018

First validated 
project

Market and 
investment 
forum

• Helps companies to reduce their net emissions

• Helps the UK to meet national GHG targets

• Peatland restoration only

PC’s purpose is to underpin market trust and confidence
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Number of projects

• 142 Projects registered
• 19,360 ha of peatland restoration
• 4,281,262 tCO2e emission reductions 
Of which:
• 18 validated (green)
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Scale

• Increase the number of projects, especially in England, Wales, 
Northern Ireland

• Peatland Code perspective- challenges of integrating the Code with 
other financial mechanisms: scale of projects



Flow Country Green Finance Initiative 

• Locally led initiative to raise money to restore peatlands at scale

• A new model which blends public and private finance

• Through a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation (SCIO), 
which will support, connect and scale existing projects within the 
region

• Aims to support community development goals, create high quality 
jobs, carbon investments, ecosystem services and support circular 
business models.



Flow Country Green Finance Initiative 



Great North Bog

• “By joining up of some of the most successful peatland restoration 
organisations in Europe we can bring about a massive and urgent step 
change in saving the majority of England’s upland peatlands before it 
is too late”

• The protected landscapes of the Great North Bog represent around 
92% of the upland peat in England



Revere

• Delivered through a partnership between Palladium and the UK 
National Parks

• Catalyse private finance to 
restore the UK’s 15 
National Parks at the scale 
and pace needed to tackle 
the climate emergency 
and biodiversity crisis.



Revere



Project developers

• Aggregate projects as well 

• Retail aggregators



Peatland Code next steps

• Better integration public funding and Peatland Code

• Version 2 → by the end of 2022
• Updated emission factors
• Fens
• Wet agriculture

• 2023 onwards:
• Paludiculture trial
• Carbon sequestration during transitional phase?
• Biodiversity metric
• Water quality/quantity metric (Hydro Nation Chair, SEPA, CEH, FR)
• UKAS pilot phase
• ICROA



Questions?

rkhermans@iucn.org.uk

info@iucn.org.uk

www.iucn-uk-peatlandprogramme.org

Project developer training video: https://www.iucn-uk-
peatlandprogramme.org/peatland-code/introduction-peatland-
code/projects
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