#] This large upland site of 4160ha lays just south of Glenties, i
the west of the Bluestack Mts of Co Donegal Qualifying \',,

very few minerals of sandy plains (Littorelletalia uniflorae); the
latter features c.11 small to medium sized lakes, many of
g" which are surrounded by blanket bog. Main land-uses and
W impact activities are sheep grazing (NB over-stocking in the |
'*‘ past), turf-cutting and commercial conifer afforestation.

Sheep grazing IeveIs have moderated since the widespread
over-stocking of the 1990s. However, there is still a legacy of
degraded bog which continues to deteriorate in places due to
weathering, instability and erosion; vegetation is slow to
recolonise the bare peat. Recovery is progressing naturally in
some situations, afforded by the respite from trampling.
Continued stocking of sheep may be a barrier to recovery.

Areas of conifer forestry, though excluded from the SACs, have
impacted the peatlands by way of the loss and fragmentation
of habitats, changes to hydrology and trophic status of soils
and, increasing acidity, leaching to streams, and harbouring of
predators that are reducing the populations of ground-nesting
birds like Curlew, Golden Plover and Dunlin
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....sensitive basin or saddle blanket bog. Attaining the correct stocking level
may require adjustments based on the overall proportions of sensmve

and more robust habitat types if resorting to excesswe fencmg of S
the uplands is to be avonded :

//\NET, DEEP PEAT BLANKET BOG CONTAINING DYSTROPHIC POOL
"'SYSEMS OCCURS AS BOTH UPLAND AND LOWLAND BOG TYPES




