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Marches Mosses BogLIFE Project —
future-proofing Britain’s 3¢ largest raised bog ENGLAND

(LIFE 15NAT/UK/000786) - Fenn’s, Whixall & Bettisfield Mosses
and Wem Moss National Nature Reserves
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Project, Natural England’s largest T
European-funded LIFE project of its Qo

kind to date, has just begun.

From this October, Britain’s third
largest lowland raised bog, which
includes Fenn’s, Whixall & Bettisfield
Mosses and Wem Moss National
Nature Reserves, near Whitchurch
and Wrexham, will see a step change
In its rate of restoration back to being
one of Europe’s finest wildlife sites.
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Project Actions

A: Preparatory Actions
B: Land purchase for restoration to bog habitat

C: Concrete conservation actions
C1l Conservation access and infrastructure works.
C2 Removal of plantation/woodland to reduce interception, evapo-

Neglect and afforestation transpiration, shading and tree seed sources.
Properties and scrapyard C3 Raising water levels by bunding peripheral and sloping areas.
on deep peat C4 Raising water levels by a “second fix” of adding and adjusting dams on
central restored areas where mire formation has started.
C5 Air and water pollution experimental remedial works and lagg restoration.
C6 Restoration of water quality by diverting the Bronington Manor Drain and
World’s End Drains back to the edge of the bog.
C7 Turf removal from fields and reseeding with mire species and protective
mulches. Use turf to seal pollutants into cleared scrapyard hard —standing.
C8 Control invasive alien species.

Loss of lagg communities R .

followed by peat shrinkage Low excess precipitation and D: Monitoring the impact of the project actions
which, combined with climate St o high aerial Nitrogen pollution _ . _ _ _

change, leads to flooding of the leading to excessive growth of E: Public awareness and dissemination of results

bog edge and public concern Mineral-rich lagg streams, higher plants like Molinia
canalised within the bog,
must be kept open

F: Overall project operation and monitoring
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