
Moorlands as Indicators of Climate Change Initiative

Welcome to MICCI

This is a project designed for schools to investigate

the interrelationship between the moorland 

landscape, people and climate change

Chris Robinson Education Officer PDNPA

 

 



The Moorland Landscape



Young People



 

 

“The warming of the climate is unequivocal”

The United Nations IPCC report 2007
(Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change)

Climate Change



Fire, erosion and pollution can turn a healthy moor

into an unhealthy one!

Aerial view of fire damage and subsequent erosion on Bleaklow



 

 

Some schools involved in MICCI so far!
Royston High

Honley High

Oakwood TC

Brinsworth Comp

Silverdale

Hope Valley College

Lady Manners

Heanorgate

St John Houghton

West Hill

Littlemoss High

Bramhall

Glossopdale

Chapel High

Painsley 

Catholic College



Assessing the
“health” of 
the Moorland

Westhill school from Stalybridge (Tameside) on Black Hill



Glossopdale Community College at Snake Summit



What is being measured?

• Physical Parameters

• Peat Depth

• Water table height

• % DOC

• pH

• Biodiversity including % bare ground

• Nothing extraordinary but at a very large number of 
sites at the same time and open to suggestions.



MICCI School„s Results 

(eg. plant distribution and altitude)

St John Houghton School Ilkeston

Painsley Catholic High School

Cheadle

West Hill School Manchester

207m 341m 507m

Altitude

Chatsworth

Staffordshire Moorlands

Black Hill





BBC Breakfast time arrive on the scene

Brinsworth school from Rotherham rise to the challenge?



Did someone say the Telly?



The 15 National 

Parks of Scotland

England and 

Wales

The Access to Nature Bid

Economic and Social 
Research Council Bid

ANPA Bid for web portal



The Partners

• 14 National Parks (and AONB)

• Natural England (Access to Nature)

• The Scientists

• IUCN Peatland Programme

• 60 Schools

• 4000 children

• The Landowners

• The bid £100,000 / 3 years



The Timetable

3 Year project from 2011

• First MICCI week March 2011

• 5/6 MICCI data collecting events (March 
and October - until 2013)

• Celebratory events

• Evaluation and Publication

• Website  and Communications 


