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Global Distribution of Peatlands

Approximately 4million ha

Majority in northern hemisphere



Distribution of Blanket Bog

Region Peat area (ha)

World 14.72 – 22.08million

Europe 
(EU25)

2,606,000

UK 2,208,000 (10-15% 
(G); 85% (E))

England 355,294 (~14% (E))







Drains and ‘grips’ are blocked with 
peat dams to slow the speed water 
leaves the moor and allow it to 
infiltrate the peat.



Stone sediment traps

The stone 
is lifted in 
by 
helicopter.



Bunding

Heather bale sediment 
traps are installed which 
slow the water and alter 
the hydrology. Cotton 
grass and Sphagnum are 
applied to revegetate the 
bare peat.



Specialist contractors 
reprofile the gully sides to 
an angle where vegetation 
will grow.

Turfs are then laid over the 
reprofiled area to 
revegetate.



Revegetation

A layer of brash and fertiliser is applied to give the 
young plants protection from the elements and a head 
start.



Revegetation

Grass seed, Sphagnum fragments 
and cotton grass plugs are applied 
to revegetate and stabilise.



The keystone 
species in the bogs 
are the 
Sphagnums which 
are planted in a 
number of ways







1353ha of Sphagnum-based Blanket Bog restoration across the Pennines and 
Forest of Bowland.



Trials with land managers and Yorkshire Water as a pretend 
“carbon buyer” to:

• evaluate the UK Peatland Code.

• Work out how to draw up management plans and design 
documents and the administrative and accounting processes for 
each site

• develop a prototype contract to demonstrate to land managers 
and “carbon buyers” the mechanism of a Peatland Code 
agreement

• develop a method for evaluating the ecosystem service benefits 
and financial viability of the Peatland Code



Demonstrating new monitoring approaches using 
Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAV)



Thanks for listening and watch this space!
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