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Scotland’s National Parks

Extent: 
1,865 km2

Land Use:
65% agriculture
28% woodland/forestry
7% water
Land Ownership: 
57% private
38% public
5% charities/NGO’s

Extent: 
4,500 km2

Land Cover:
70% moorland/montane
15% woodland/forestry
15% grassland/wetlands/arable
Land Ownership:
75% private
10% public
15% charities/NGO’s



The National Parks (Scotland) Act 2000 
four aims:

• Conserve and enhance the natural and 
cultural heritage of the Park

• Promote sustainable use of the natural 
resources of the Park

• Promote understanding and 
enjoyment (including enjoyment in the 
form of recreation) of the special 
qualities of the Park by the public

• Promote sustainable economic and 
social development of the Park’s 
communities



Introducing our



Delivering Multiple Public Benefits

Conservation Visitor
Experience

Rural
Development



Peatlands in Scotland’s National Parks



Estimated 
20,000,000 tonnes 
of carbon 

Peatland extent in
Lomond & The Trossachs NP



50% of Park (2,250 
km2 ) = peat soils

Estimated 
>20,000,000 tonnes 
of carbon ?

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of HMSO. © Crown copyright and database right 2018. All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey 
Licence number 100040965 Cairngorms National Park Authority. © JHI.

Peatland extent in Cairngorms NP



Conservation & Land Use Outcomes









Delivering National Level Priorities & Policies:
Climate Change Plan

Scotland’s 2020 Biodiversity Challenge
Land Use Strategy

River Basin Management Planning
Flood Risk Management Strategy

Scottish Forestry Strategy
Scottish Landscape Charter

Scotland’s Wild Deer



• 3 Peatland Action Officers
• >2,000ha of degraded peatland across 26 sites under restoration 

management since 2014
• 366km of restored peat hags and erosion gullies 
• 85km of drains restored
• 52ha of bare peat covered
• 8300 dams and bunds constructed
• Estimated reduction of c.25,000 tons of CO2 (equivalent) per year

• BUT – still much, much more to do…

Restoration in Scotland’s
National Parks so far:



Challenges still remain:

• Scale of task in hand
• Deer and livestock management?
• Muirburn?
• ‘Value’ for public money?
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