Community-driven Peatland
Restoration & Engagement

Abbeyleix Bog Project & Community Wetlands Forum
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‘Engaging with Key Stakeholders at a Practical & Policy Level’
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GIS data - Abbeyleix bog habitat map (2014)
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Bog woodland (WN7)

Scrub (W51)

Mixed broad-leaved/conifer woodland (WD2)

Secondary PB4 - dry heath and scrub (HH1/W5S1)
Riparian areas (streams or drains with fringing habitats
Oak-Ash-Hazel woodland (WHN2)

Raised bog (PB1)

Buildings and artificial surfaces (BL3)

Conifer Woodland/plantation

Recently planted woodland

Others
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Raised Bog

Cutaway bog
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Wet woodlands




Workshops & Events
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BirdWatchireland
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Event open
o anyone ints
erested in participating i the CBS or WEBS
survey schemes.

Venue: Abb
eylex
ieix Herrtage House, Abbeyie, Ci
. i, Co.Laois

Date: Sunday &
ay March 8
h Bth Time: 08:30 - 4pm (lunch provid
ch provided)

Training eve:
g event free but booking required
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Workshops & Events

Bart Walk &
Stargazing

Abbeyleix %
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NATIONAL
HERITAGE h
WEEK 2017
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IDENTIFYING & RECORDING

Farily Far e the Beg!

Illustrated Talk

by
Tina Claffey

Botswana
To The Bog

Thursday
December 7th
@8pm
Mueller & O'Connell
Abbeyleix
Join Tina Claffey as she
brings us on a photographic
Jjourney from her days in

Africa to her more recent
work on Irish boglands.

Free event - All welcome
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Recreation & well-being




LOCAL COMMUNITIES & THEIR LANDSCAPE
‘Place, Space, People & Planet’

22" & 23" June 2017
Abbeyleix, County Laois
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Nafure & the arts

) TR i 74

b 34
“i"‘ * - H \:‘V ~1"1 b“



)

WIT

(

O
£
>
)
>
S
)
(V)
O
-
-
O
>
(V)]
>
m
>
/‘ o
w
© 2
—-——
O @)
c O
(e p— ——
O 0 S
52
.mlvlmvu,
O
5 2
CS
o 9O
O))
O ¢
o O
> C
T O




2009 Ecotope Map
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Proposed Restoration Plan
2019-2024
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Factors for Effective and Sustainable Community Wetland Projects:

Socio-environmental capacity building:
“A community based approach conftributes towards a pride of place”

Integrated, multi-agency collaboration:

“Partnership and networking is the success of a project. Communities don’t have all of
the capacity/resources needed. Synergy means sharing capacity in an integrated
approach ”

Objective, socially inclusive governance
“There is a lack of impetus amongst the public sector to engage with local communities
in a practical sense. Failure occurs due to failure to get buy-in.”

Honest, progressive working relationships:

“Involving different stakeholders in decision-making is crucial to an effective community
project. Involving various stakeholders introduces new ideas and techniques and results
in learning.”

Maxwell, C. Stakeholder Perceptions of Sustainable Community Engagement in Wetland Projects. NUIG. August 2015



Community-based conservation is our game...

“If the ecosystems that support biodiversity were simple systems, and if the
creation and implementation of protected areas did not involve social and
political contfroversy, state control would be an appropriate low-cost solution.
But this is not the case. Conservation is typically a complex systems problem,
because the natural environment itself is a complex adapftive system with issues
of scale, uncertainty, and multiple stability domains....

....ecosystem management and human well-being should be integrated,
recognizing that biodiversity conservation and livelihood needs are ultimately
complementary goals.....

The panacea of community-based conservation is probably no more effective
than the panacea of exclusively state-based conservation, because they both
ignore the mulifilevel nature of linkages and multiple partners required for any
biodiversity conservation project to be successful.”

Berkes, F. Community-based Conservation in a Globalized World. PNAS September 25, 2007. 104 (39) 15188-15193



How Wetlands Support Achievement of the SDGs

SDG 17 - PARTNERSHIPS FOR THE GOALS
The Ramsar Convention works in partnership with other MEAs
to support governments in achieving the SDGs.

SDG 16 — PEACE, JUSTICE & STRONG INSTITUTIONS
Effective management of transboundary wetlands contributes
to peace and security.

SDG 15— LIFE ON LAND
40% of all the world's species live and
breed in wetlands.

SDG 14 - LIFE BELOW WATER
Healthy and productive oceans rely on well
functioning coastal and marine wetlands.

SDG 13 — CLIMATE ACTION
Peatlands cover only 3% of global land
but store twice as much carbon as the
entire world's forest biomass.

SDG 12 - RESPONSIBLE
CONSUMPTION & PRODUCTION
Wetland areas properly managed can
sustainably support increased demands
for water in all sectors.

SDG 11 — SUSTAINABLE CITIES &
COMMUNITIES

Urban wetlands play a vital role in making
cities safe, resilient and sustainable.

SDG 10 - REDUCED INEQUALITY
Healthy wetlands mitigate the risk to an estimated
5 billion people living with poor access to water by 2050.

SDG 9 — INDUSTRY, INNOVATION & INFRASTRUCTURE
Healthy wetlands form a natural buffer against the increasing number
of natural disasters.

etlands
and the

SDGs

SDG 1 - NO POVERTY
More than a billion people depend
on wetlands for a living.

SDG 2 -ZERO HUNGER
Rice, grown in wetland paddies,
is the staple diet of 3.5 billion people.

SDG 3 - GOOD HEALTH & WELL BEING
Half of international tourists seek relaxation in
wetland areas, especially coastal zones.

SDG 4 — QUALITY EDUCATION
Safe water access enhances educational
opportunities, especially for girls.

SDG 5 - GENDER EQUALITY
Women play a central role in
the provision, management and
safeguarding of water.

SDG 6 — CLEAN WATER & SANITATION
Almost all of the world's consumption

of freshwater is drawn either directly or
indirectly from wetlands.

SDG 7 - AFFORDABLE & CLEAN ENERGY
Sustainable upstream water management can
provide affordable and clean energy.

SDG 8 — DECENT WORK & ECONOMIC GROWTH
Wetlands sustain 266 million jobs in wetland
tourism and travel.




Climate change actions

‘Effective climate action will require much stronger participatory
democracy, where local people are actively informed and engaged
In decision-making about their own communities and their own
futures. People have to believe their input matters and, importantly,
they must be able to frust governments and businesses to act in the

public interest.”

Cohen, Shana. Bold action on Climate change needed now that we have declared emergency. The lIrish Times. Tuesday, 14 May 2019
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2 February 2019
Forum Wetlands and climate change
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SOMIMUNICYY
A group of people living in the same place or having a particular characteristic in common
Or the condition of sharing or having certain attitudes and interests in common — Common Purpose

e ands

Inclusive,amongst others, wet grasslands, peatlands,
fens, estuaries, lakes, rivers, lakes, deltas, tidal flats and
human-made wetlands (Ramsar Convention Secretariat, 2010)
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Ameeting or medium for open exchange ofideas and imformation, +
or discussions amongst citizens to reach agreement on matters ® I

usually to better the common good

N\
=

Efm
Prs

Community
Wetlands Forum



r Vision

Of protecting and managit
present and futtl

ommunity
Wetlands Forum

@forum_wetlands

“ @communitywetlandsforum

www.communitywetlandsforum .ie

A Special Interest Group of

Irish RuralLink

Nasc Tuaithe na hEireann
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Growing membership of the CWF - Identifying
community groups involved in wetland conservation and
management.Raising awareness of supports offered by the CWF

Ecosystem Services Research - Evaluating and raising
awareness of ecosystem services and the socio-economic benefits
provided by wetlands and peatlands to communities

Developing partnerships - Developing a culture of open
and inclusive collaboration and knowledge exchange between
community groups and other key stakeholders involved in
managing and conserving wetlands

Conservation & Biodiversity projects - Identifying
conservation management measures which can be implemented
by local communities &partnering with agencies, NGOs and
academia to deliver Citizen Science projects

Community engagement with wetlands Encouraging an
integrated approach to supporting communities who wish to
become involved in the management and conservation of their
local wetland

Education & Interpretation - Identifying the wetland
education needs of local communities, and providing a central
resource of materials about education and interpretation at
wetland sites

Communications & awareness -raising — Identifying &
using Best Practice in developing communications strategies to
promote wetlands and their wise use both locally and nationally

Site Management, Recreation and Amenity = — Facilitating
ecologically sensitive amenity and tourism use of wetlands to
support communities and sharing knowledge and best practice
guidance with members

Capacity building and funding - Developing the
knowledge, skills, resources and supports to implement actions
and assist communities in conserving and managing their local
wetland

Monitoring implementation of the plan - Planning to
ensure the actions outlined are implemented by responsible

partners,and reporting and reviewing on progress
i
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Thank you

www.abbeyvleixbog.ie

@abbeyleixbog [l



http://www.abbeyleixbog.ie/
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